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This month has been a journey that included great joy and rest as well as sorrow and exhaustion. Graciously the Lord provided us 
with a vacation’s worth of relaxation in the first two weeks. We visited briefly with our daughter, Emily, in LA and then on to 
Boulder, Colorado to visit our daughter, Sarah. While there, we hiked a few days in the Rocky Mountains and marveled at lakes 
and streams as though we had never seen such before! (That is a gift of living in the desert.) One day Lyle and I were sitting at the 
edge a lake surrounded by lush willow bushes, and I mentioned that it looked like a place that moose would love, but we had never 
seen them there. Just as if on cue, a moose came out of the woods and plunged into the water just a few yards from us! It was 
magical. The following week we went on a cruise in the Eastern Caribbean to St. Martin, St. Thomas, and an island owned by the 
cruise line. It was so restorative, that on the first day it already felt as if I had been on board relaxing for a week. We had a lovely 
time meeting people, eating!, swimming and encountering a very friendly stingray. 
 
Our journey continued on with a visit with my 98 year old mother in Cincinnati who, for the first time, did not know who I was. A 
deep sadness tore at my heart to find that I was slowly losing my mother as I had known her.  Then, the very next afternoon, we 
heard that my sister, Nancy, had died suddenly and instantly. She is the one we have been praying for who had cancer, but had 
been cured and was doing very well. Although we had prepared ourselves at her first diagnosis, we were so unprepared and 
shocked when she was recovering so strongly. I was grateful to be there with my mother at that time and that God had fortified me 
to cope with this double grief as well as the time to do it. The last week I spent with my other sister who lives in Escondido, and 
together we went through Nancy’s things and cleared out her home. That process was sad but healing. We shared memories and 
wept and laughed. A gift that her death has given to me and to all my siblings is that we treasure the time we have with each other 
and convey our love with each call or email or visit.  
 
Love never dies. And death is just a season in the fullness of eternal life in God’s Kingdom, given to us by the gracious and saving 
love of Christ.  
 
It is a blessing and great joy to be back here with you. Thank you for all of your prayers. 
 
 
~Your sister in Christ, Laura+ 
 
 
 



page 2                                                                                        Carillon                                                                         October 2011�

�������������	
���
���	��	�����
���������
���	���� ��������������	
����

����

�������
��
 
News from the mission in Africa.   The kindergarten continues to flourish.  Sr. 
Gertrude and the teachers are working hard to prepare the children who will 
move up to public school in January.  We have purchased shoes for those in the class who are orphans. 
 
Sr. Gertrude has invited three lovely, serious young women, who came from very poor homes, to join 
her in giving their lives to Christ and to serving the people in northern Namibia. They have taken their 
first vows and have formed the Community of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan.  They live in a very 
simple house next to the kindergarten, and help in the school, the garden and the chicken yard.  They are 
hungry for more education and are now at community college learning computer skills and commercial 
sewing.  By becoming breadwinners, they will be able to support themselves, but until then, we are giv-
ing them a helping hand.  We hope to buy the sisters a printer/copier and a sewing machine.  Their new 
skills will cascade over to help more people in their village.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Many thanks to those of you who have made donations.  Rest assured that your generous gifts are being 
used in the best possible way, and that everyone involved is very thankful for your help.   
 
Bless you, 
 
Alison Royle 

Sisters of the Good Samaritan
  
  

Photo by Alison Royle 
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OCTOBER PRAYER LIST 
   

We pray for healing for…... 
for Virginia Secor, Robert Gerber, 
Bonnie Beslow, Tracey Alexander, 
Jean Smith, Ferrell Manning, Michelle 
Thornton,  Ron Shepherd,  Phil 
Decker, Jennifer Levine,  Richard 
Bye, Mary MacDonald,  Frank  
Crowley, Tony Ward, Carol Kittelson,  
Hugh McLean,   Kurt  Levens, James 
Carroll, Paul Carroll, Robert Heylman,  
Dan French,  Evelyn Parks, Agnes 
Schleicher, Joyce Girard, Peggy  
Brown. 
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 The Vestry met on September 26.  Treasurer Richard White presented good news and bad news.  
Our investments lost money in July and August (surprise), but we are still operating below budget for 
this point in the year.  Our stewardship drive will take place during Advent, which begins November 
27. 
 Laura+ announced a new feature for this year's Borrego Days, a children's "Learning Corral" 
coordinated by the Christian Center and staffed by volunteers from all local churches.  Activities will 
include watercolor painting, potting plants and working with clay.  Anyone wishing to volunteer should 
contact the Christian Center. 
 A lively discussion revolved around a possible "Mutual Ministry Review."  This is a review of 
the entire church, what we are doing right and what could be changed or improved.  A facilitator who 
has worked with the Diocese would help the Vestry design a questionnaire for the congregation, fol-
lowed by meetings and a report.  We decided to invite the facilitator to meet with the Vestry so we can 
learn more. 
 The meeting concluded with the committee reports, which included plans for the Welcome 
Back Snowbirds party on November 13 (mark your calendar) and a call for ideas from the congregation 
for pastoral care (what do those suffering need most?), worship (any suggestions for changes to the 
Sunday service?) and Christian formation (formerly "Christian education") – a possible new book dis-
cussion group coming up – stay tuned.  Our next meeting will be October 24. 
 
~Wendy Quinn 
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Tuesday, October 4th, 4 p.m.Blessing of the Animals 
in our Courtyard  
 
Sunday, November 13th, 5:00 p.m.“Welcome Back 
Snowbirds”Cocktail Party at the Rectory  
 
Saturday, December 24th, 7:30 p.m. Lessons & Car-
ols at St. Barnabas 
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Laura asked me to write something on the subject of Christian 
Formation. I said, do you mean, Christian education? She said, yes, but in 
a deeper sense than mere education, where the concern is with the 
stages of becoming a Christian and how that process is actually played 
out. 
 
The reason Laura asked is connected to what we, members of the 
St B Christian Ed team, are planning for the Fall season, namely, an 
invitation to join with us (Dave and Victor) to discuss how you and we are 
managing our lives as Christians in a world that is broken into many 
religions and, most confusingly, into many Christian sects. 
 
We, Dave and I, are hoping we can each begin to answer these 
three questions: why am I here? do I have a purpose? how am I supposed 
to live so I can honor that purpose, given the crazed state of this world? 
We carry in our heads many answers, but they all center in the 
person of the perfect one or the perfect state of being. I can say that 
without fear of contradiction, whatever religion we’re talking about. Think 
about it. I could be wrong, so consider that a tentative formulation. 
In any event, we hope that, together, we and you can begin a 
dialogue that helps to bring us a tad closer to understanding what is 
meant by the phrase which asks us to meditate on the evident fact that 
each one of us has a destiny. 
 
Toward that end, I’m asking you to think about how you, personally, 
might answer the questions posed. Look into your own needs and, yes, 
prejudices. See how they all sort out. Fact is, most of us have reached an 
age where, like it or not, we tend more and more to think about such 
things. 
 
We, Dave & Victor, thank all our friends at St B who’ve helped us 
clarify our thinking on what we hope that we (all of us) might accomplish 
in talking about the central issues of our lives. 
 
David Otis &Victor Levine  (via Victor) 

�
 

 



 October 2011      Carillon      Page 5 

�
!�#�����$�"�

��&�'�	������'�(�	���
 
 

Pick those pears and pickle them.  Peel those peaches and preserve them.  
Bake those brownies and box them.  The whole town will start to line up at 

the Farmers’ Market at Christmas Circle at 7 a.m. on Friday December 9th to 
see what wonders we have prepared for them.  All proceeds go to the 
Women of St. Barnabas who then make donations to various carefully  

chosen local community charities. 
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Fall is here and now is the time for our choir to gather again to prepare for Sunday worship.  Beginning Octo-
ber 20th the Choir will meet at 5pm in the church and rehearse for approximately 1 hour each week on 
Thursday.  We look forward to the gathering of familiar voices as the season progresses and Hope for new 
voices this year.  If you are interested in participating in this wonderful ministry please join us.  If you know 
of someone you think should join our music ministry please encourage them to do so.   Don't be shy, we're all 
family.  I would also like to thank Cathy Gay and Haddon Salt for their participation over the summer in pro-
viding us with beautiful music.  We are blessed to have them with us and appreciate the time involved to do 
this work.   
 
~Trent Kleinkopf 
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Need drivers who are willing to pick up folks from Mountain View Cottages (Assisted Living) and bring 
them to and from church on Sundays. Call Laura.+ Many Thanks!  760-767-3620 
(laura.brecht@gmail.com) 
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……...continues to provide prayers to those in need.  

We invite you to join us. We also invite those in need of prayer to let us know how we may  
help. All prayers and persons requesting those prayers are confidential and known only to 
those of us in the Prayer Chain. Contact Victor if you have prayers, questions, concerns: 767-
7746 or <ravok1931@gmail.com>  
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Dear Friends, 
  
St. Barnabas Church is a very special place for me.  I have been an Episcopalian since before I was born, my mother 
told me.  But I never belonged to a church that was so welcoming, so warm and embracing 
 
There is such beauty in the Church, the people and the desert location.  How fortunate we are to have had all the fine 
priests, and now Laura and Lyle Brecht.  Whatever task we undertook, be it coffee hour, food bank, a memorial or 
bake sale—so many cheerfully stepped up to help with a shovel, a truck, wrappings, their talents and treasures and 
prayers.  You can tell the people really care about their Parish, their faith and each other. 
 
So I am sad that I will not be able to come to the desert for this season.  Jim’s failing health and memory mean that 
assisted living is necessary now.  Financial and legal problems need solving, but we both send our love and wish for 
blessings on an incredible Parish.  Thanks for the wonderful memories! 
 
Love, Faye Dorsey 
 
16216 SE 165th Street 
Renton, WA 98058 
(425) 271-5613 
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 We at St. Barnabas were blessed to have Father Al Smith+ from Rancho Penasquitos as our in-
terim pastor during Laura+'s vacation in August.  He presented an innovative program consisting of spiri-
tually significant moments in his life, followed on the last Sunday by anecdotes from the congregation. 
 On each successive Sunday, Father Al+ recounted moving events in his life.  The first was his 
friendship with a fellow parishioner, Baxter, with whom he had worshiped for years before venturing to 
ask him about his personal life.  Thus began a lifelong friendship.  Next we heard of the emotional experi-
ence when Al+ was attending a lecture by Bishop Tutu and a homeless man wandered into the lecture 
hall.  The Bishop stopped his speech and spent several minutes sitting by the man and praying with him.  
One of Al+'s most poignant stories was of Harris, his boyhood friend whose mother was a Sunday School 
teacher.  At age 11, Al+ had never attended church or Sunday School and Harris invited him.  The rest is 
history!  The Lord works in mysterious ways.  Finally, we heard the heartwarming story of David Prior+, 
a visiting priest to Al+'s church from South Africa.  They spent a couple of days together and bonded so 
closely that Al+ wept when David+ left. 
 During the last service in Al+'s visit, we had moving testimonials from our fellow parishioners.  
Walter Teller was a hard act to follow, with his account of his temporary death following a tragic acci-
dent.  Walter saw demons pulling him to the "other side," but Jesus appeared and rescued him.  Victor Le-
vine shared his immersion into the St. Barnabas family and our welcoming attitude.  Most of us can relate.  
LLouise Jee related an experience in Oakland when a Sunday School teacher taught that one needed to be 
in church to worship.  LLouise disagreed, as I think most of us at St. Barnabas do!  Cathy Gay concluded 
the participation by inspiring us with the account of how the church supported her during the death of her 
daughter and her grandson's recovery from a wayward lifestyle. 
 
~Wendy Quinn 
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 SUNDAY SERVICES  8:30 AM  

   
 
  October 4, 11,18, 25 Tuesday at 7:30 AM The Men of St. Barnabas @ Kendall’s   
  Café 
  October 4—4:00 PM  Blessing of the Animals 
  October 17– 11:00—5:00 PM Food Bank Distribution 
  October 20 9:00 AM—Finance Committee 
  October 24 8:00 AM-Vestry  
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