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    Most of you remember Bob Hope’s signature sign 

off song which begins with "Oh, thanks for the me-

mories..." Those lyrics can easily be Nancyõs and mine 

as well. As a result of working together during the last 

seven years and two months, we all have very much 

for which to be grateful. With Godõs grace and 

everyoneõs hard work, we have intentionally built on 

the good of the past and surpassed it. Highlights: 

* St. Barnabas was received as a parish at the 2002 

Diocesan Convention. 

 * In the current parish roster, 80 out of our 200 

members have been parishioners for seven or fewer 

years.  Last year you pledged a record number of    

dollars of which we have received 101%. 

 * We have strengthened the strong lay leadership 

already present by establishing a Worship Comittee,  

a Finance Committee and a Stewardship Committee. 

 * We completed the labyrinth, built the palapa and 

the retaining wall from the labyrinth to Church Lane. 

*  A  parishioner  commissioned  parishioner   John   

Richen, world renowned sculptor, to replace the 15 

year old sun dried wooden sign by constructing our beauti-

ful aluminum parish sign: "St. Barnabas Episcopal Church: 

Retreat Center and Labyrinth"  

* From April 2001 until the present, we increased the an-

nual number of issues of  the Carillon, our parish newsletter, 

from three to 12. A generous friend of the parish has desig-

ned and maintains our diocesan award winning website: 

stbarnabasborrego.org. 

 * In January 2007, 15 parishioners successfully completed 

the 24 hour long training session by Horizon Hospice to 

assist as volunteers in Borrego Springs and throughout the 

US. 

What more can you do? Live your mission, òto share the 

love of Christ/compartir el amor de Cristo,ó in new ways 

and with greater intensity. 

Our òthanks for the memoriesó and prayers for the calling 

process of the new rector are with you. We ask for your 

prayers as we begin our new ministry in Holy Trinity, 

Sooke, BC CN. 

 

Sincerely,  Alex+/Nancy+ 



 

     Our firmly expressed fund-raising goal is to put our 

money to work here in Borrego Springs. The major  

fund-raisers for õ08 and õ09 are our Christmas Eve      

Luminariasõ cards, our pre-Christmas and pre-Easter 

Barnabas Bakers events at the farmersõ market at Christ-

mas Circle, a share of the income from the springtime 

Treasures and Talents event, and the sale of our new 

cookbook òHeavenly Delightsó. 

As this season draws to a close we are happy to tell you 

that we have contributed $500 to send a Borrego 

Springs High School girl on a youth ambassadorship to 

Europe this summer. She will be reporting to us, and us 

to you, where she went and what she did. 

The huge printing costs for our new cookbook are now 

paid in full from our coffers so we are able to continue 

our local philanthropies. (Oh, yes! The WOSB happily 

accepts your donations to buoy our efforts.) 

We will send a deserving (selected by the principal ) 

Borrego school child to Camp Stevens for a week this 

summer. He/she will report back to us on the experi-

ence and we will share that with you in an early fall issue 

of the Carillon. We will contribute $500 to Borrego 

Springs Youth and Seniors Center earmarked for the 

òMeals for the Homeboundó program, and this year we 

give $400 to Horizon Hospice for expenses incurred in 

Borrego Springs only. We have agreed to support the 

BSPAC next season with a donation of $250. This will 

net us one season ticket for the õ08-õ09 season and we 

will donate that to a student. These donations leave us 

with a small balance should any local needs arise that we 

want to fund. 

Dates for the next Barnabas Bakers Bonanzas have been 

announced! The pre-Christmas event will be held De-

cember 12th. The pre-Easter event will be April 3rd. Be 

with us!      Nancy Bye, Treasurer                   

                                                         
page  2                                                                                        Carillon                                                                                May 2008 

           Women of  St. BarnabasñTough cookies! 

òTREASURES AND TALENTSó EARNED OVER 

$500.00 TO BE SHARED WITH THE WOSB 

AND THE ALTAR GUILD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

John Visser and Irene Foster  offered a sampling of their   

homemade jewelry. 
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On Sunday, April 13, the Reverend Jenny Vervynck 

spoke to the congregation on the procedures for calling 

a new rector for St. Barnabas. As the Diocesan Devel-

opment Officer she will guide us through the process. 

She will hold a workshop in the fall to facilitate estab-

lishing a parish profile for her search for candidates.  

A calling committee of nine will be formed and meet 

once a week. Their function will be to screen and evalu-

ate candidates vetted by the diocese and presented for 

consideration. Resumes will be studied and they will 

proceed through phone interviews, church visits, face 

to face interviews and presentation of finalists to the 

vestry for a final decision. The choice must then be ap-

proved by the bishop.  

While this time consuming task is 

proceeding, an interim rec-

tor will  be  selected  by  

the vestry for St. 

Barnabas. She/He will 

probably start in the fall 

while supply clergy will 

serve us during the summer. 

                                                     ~ Sue Salt 

 

 

         TO  SEEK  A  RECTOR        ~       THE  PROCESS  BEGINS 
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   Farewell, Alex  

            Rector Alex will chair his last vestry meeting April 

28, 2008. His final day at St Barnabas will be April 30, 

2008. He will be missed because he has been so active in 

the lives of both Borrego Springs and St Barnabas.  

Alex played a pivotal role in guiding St Barnabas 

from mission to parish status. During his seven year ten-

ure, he helped grow the church to more than 200 mem-

bers. In the process, he instituted several new procedures 

and committees which strengthened the church as a com-

munity, as well as rationalizing church policy. 

We wish him bon voyage and good vibes in his 

new life in Sooke, Vancouver, where he takes up residence 

as both Rector and aspiring Canadian citizen. 

I talked with Alex about leaving and about related 

events. What follows is what I learned during our conver-

sation. 

Sooke is a 1.5 hour ferry ride from Anacortes, 

WA. Alexõs new appointment is at Holy Trinity Church of 

the Anglican Church of Canada (ACC).  

The appointment is part-time, though Alex ex-

pects it will evolve into a full-time position in time as the 

congregation grows. His duties initially will be to cover 

Sunday and two days each week. June 1 2008 is the first 

day of his new ministry. 

Why Canada? He knows Canada. He was at the 

University of Ottawa in the graduate philosophy depart-

ment in the 1960s. He has many friends in Canada. 

These include members of the ACC clergy, with 

whom he has shared concerns common to both the Epis-

copal and Anglican Canadian churches on hot-button is-

sues like same-gender unions and the acceptance of priests 

in stable same-gender unions. 

Regarding the Canadian offer, he said, it came 

first.  He  emphasized  that  it  was  not  his  or  Nancyõs          

intention at first to settle in Canada but time was of the 

essence. A later offer would have located Alex and Nancy 

in the SD area. 

I asked him how he felt about moving. He 

said he has wonderful memories of the folks at both 

St Barnabas and Borrego Springs.  

His long-term intention had been to settle 

permanently in Borrego Springs but for the issue of 

Nancyõs health, which eventually became paramount 

in their lives. 

I said, òYouõve been effective in Borrego. In 

addition to all your other activities, you led the move 

to establish a much-needed park for children.ó He 

said he was privileged to begin that effort and hopes 

someone else will step into the leadership role in the 

coming days.  

However, helping launch the Horizon Hos-

pice locally, he felt, was his signal contribution. That 

was true, especially for St Barnabas and a cadre of its 

members who trained to be volunteers and have 

been working with the dying since their initial train-

ing in early 2007.  

How one dies, he said, turns out to be the 

central issue of our lives. Hospice responds to that 

need by providing an environment where the dying 

may experience full acceptance and support in their 

closing days. 

But, inevitably, dying touches on faith, where 

one is assured that one dies in the fullness of life. He 

felt that was especially relevant during the Easter 

season. 

He also said, and he stressed this, that dying 

in happiness touches on being in-community.  

A note on Nancy, and thanks for all her 

good work, especially in editing the Carillon. She will 

be licensed with Alex and they will operate as a team 

ministry, as they did at St Barnabas. Her health in 

Sooke,  Alex said,  will fare best, compared  with the 

dry and largely rainless climate of the desert in     

Borrego. 

                                       ~Victor Levine 
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       FAREWELL  

I   We leave one another 

     For unknown  

     Places We  

     who have lived in common 

     Will live in spaces  

 

  Foreign to the other; 

     Our ends have verged 

     In the subtle way 

     That absence of face 

     Works upon us  

 

II   Once gone from sight 

       We are forever  

       Shifted in mood; 

       Though our holy parts 

       May confer on shared matters: 

 

      We are gone and yet  

       Memory which marks  

       Our common lives 

       Will return us to ourselves  

       For a little while 

 

 III   Pray while we breathe 

       That we enjoy fair weather 

       As we attend the birth  

       Of our new  

       Selves                                   valevine 2008 

 

       SEEKING A RECTOR  

Cathy Oswalt, as Rectorõs Warden, is currently seek-

ing additional supply clergy for May õ08 and, thereafter, for 

the remainder of the summer.  

She and the Vestry were aided, April 27, 2008, by 

Jenny Vervynck (Bishopõs Canon for Ministry Develop-

ment) who offered a list of potential candidates for both 

supply and interim clergy. 

Jenny will meet again with Cathy and the Vestry, 

June 23 õ08, to continue discussions regarding potential 

clergy for the summer and into the fall. 

The sense of the Vestry was to use part-time clergy 

through June. They would officiate on Sundays only. There-

after, once a decision has been made on a part-time interim, 

clergy would serve Thursday through Sunday. 

The Vestry expects to use a part-time interim 

through September, who would then become a full-time  

interim.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

       See calendarñpage 8ñfor May / June                    

                        list of  supply clergy                       

 

Jenny Vervynck will meet at St Barnabas, June 23 õ08, with 

Cathy and the Vestry to discuss the developing seeking 

process with, possibly, more information on potential candi-

dates for interim clergy. 

A Calling Committee has been formed, relative to the larger 

task of finding a rector to replace Rector Alex. There are 

nine members on the Committee, two are members of the 

vestry and three are snowbirds.  

The members are:  John Drum; Fred Jee; Mary Levine; 

Kathleen Killman; Sue Salt; Patsy Schumacher; Addis Ward; 

Ann White; Shirley Vialpando.   

Calling Committee members would be happy to hear from 

other parish members regarding their expectations and goals 

for St Barnabas, relative to the coming of a new rector. 

                                                                    ~  Victor Levine 
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 ~     Spring comes to Borrego    ~         ~ Faye Dorsey 
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          The first meeting of the local volunteers of Hori-

zon Hospice met April 9, 2008 for two hours at St 

Barnabas. 

During the two hours of the session, they dis-

cussed their experiences thus far in relation to their 

duties during the past year in Borrego and outlying 

districts. 

Volunteers were trained a year ago in Borrego 

and have taken subsequent training throughout the 

year. Training has focused on various duties under-

taken by Horizon Hospice. 

The latest meeting dealt with death-calls and 

the lead-up to those calls which volunteers have han-

dled during the year. A death-call involves interacting 

with the immediate family and advising  them on what 

to expect, relative to a bundle of issues which immedi-

ately rise from the death of a loved one. 

Most often, current experiences of volunteers 

focused on the dying and actual death occurrence of 

patients in the area covered by Borrego, Ranchita and 

Warner Springs. In those cases, volunteers have built a 

careful and workable relationship with patient and 

family and caregiver. 

Horizon Hospice, located in Poway, is an 

agency which serves all of San Diego County, includ-

ing its rural areas. Horizon has been in continual op-

eration for more than two decades. It is always seeking 

the help of volunteers and provides appropriate train-

ing to them. 

The only proviso is that volunteers be anxious 

to perform worthy work by helping patients to live in 

their homes and to prepare for the natural outcome of 

their illness.   

As a follow up to the meeting of April 9, vol-

unteers watched a video dramatization of the process 

through which one family copes with the coming 

death of a loved one.  

The video, titled òEveningó, stars Vanessa 

Redgrave as a dying matriarch with memories of a 

past love affair she is unable to resolve. 

Redgraveõs portrayal moves from the past to 

her present condition but only at her end is she able 

to come to terms in a way that offers hope to her 

and her grieving survivors.  

The underlying theme is that, though there is 

a death in the family, the survivorsõ lives continue, 

often at an enhanced level of understanding of the 

dead and themselves. 

Additional training sessions for 2008 are 

scheduled for the rest of the year. For more infor-

mation, call Horizon Hospice in Poway at 800/304-

4430 and speak to Patricia Thompson or call locally 

at 767-7746, where Mary or Victor Levine will field 

your questions.                                 ~ Victor Levine 

SCRAMBLED 2    

  A simple single serene summer service.  

   Not to be. Not together again. 

   The egg is splintered, smashed to smithereens. 

   Why do those who abandon us retreat to heaven  

    or British Columbia ? 

   Weõll be alright! We have our God. 

   We have our sun, our stars, our silence. 

   We have our lovely church 

   and we have each other. 

   Our broken hearts will mend. 

   We will pray and chant our psalms. 

   Another raven will lay the golden egg.  ~ Nancy Bye  

LOCAL HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS MEET AT ST. BARNABAS 



St. Barnabas Episcopal Church 

2680 Country Club Road 

P.O. Box 691 

Borrego Springs, CA  92004-0691 

Church office: 760-767-4038 

Rectory: 760-767-3620 

Alexõs e-mail: nagyaf@yahoo.com 

Nancyõs e-mail: revsngn@yahoo.com 

Website: stbarnabasborrego.org 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

St. Barnabas Carillon       Production: 

Editing and design:      Lynnis Wilderson and Bob Cassidy 

Nancy+ revsngn@yahoo.com                 Newsletter Committee: 

Photographer: Faye Dorsey                                                              Nancy Bye, Victor Levine, Alex+, Sue Salt                                         
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                                                   BEGINNING MAY  4  One Eucharist at 8:30 am 

May 4  The Rev. Leland Jones 

May 11  TBA 

May 18 The Rev. Leland Jones 

May 25 The Rev. Julie Christenson 

 

 

 

Note:   New email for Alex: nagyaf@yahoo.com  

                Nagyõs new address: 6092 Timberdoodle Rd.  East Sooke  B.C. CN   V9Z 0Z9 

 

June 1  TBA   

Jun 08  TBA 

Jun 15   The Rev. Julie Christian 

Jun 22    The Rev. Julie Christian 

Jun 29   The Rev. Julie Christian 


