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Reflections From the Desert

H | W k d i ~ commanded his followers, with bread and wine, to
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delity and vindication.  With the play comes the s&i-H p

ting. The desert of Borrego Springs is the perfect sgtR RG JULGD\ WKH FUXFLIL[LRQ D«

ting for celebrating Holy Week. The weather is alrrd%%td about death? It is the end. On the surface his

identical to that of Jerusalem. There as well as he(rj?ama looked like betrayal, rejection and defeat. How-

palm trees provide the branches used to celebrateet\péar, on a deeper level, it was fidelity and the ultimate

triumphant entrance of Jesus into the Holy City. Th‘? LIW "*UHDWHU ORYH WKDQ WKLV

Jewish people acclaimed him king. Sodowe;howc-)l_IH IRU RQH-V IULHQGYV p :DON Z|I

ever, as He said, He is not a political but a Sp'r'tua{he 14 most important moments in the last days of Jesus

king. On Palm Sunday our procession to the sanc%arl%gh the Stations of the Cross

begins at the palapa and we carry crosses made from
palm fronds. Defeat is turned into victory. Life, not death, has the last

word. Jesus is vindicated through the resurrection. For
centuries Christians spent the night in prayer, the Great
7KH /DWLQ "0DQGDWXP p PHD (uéturédy RighPv@ybd? Bat®Y. Qur ceremony begins in
During the Last Supper Jesus celebrated the Jewislir courtyard with the lighting of the new fire and the
ritual meal, the Seder. The Jewish people gratefullgaster Candle. In the darkness we walk in procession to
remembered the mighty deeds God had performedhe dark sanctuary to hear the joyful Easter proclamation
throughout their history on their behalf. We remenand the lessons. The third part is the renewal of our
ber the new commandment Jesus gave his followdsaptismal promises and we concluded with the Holy
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behavior, and this alone, distinguishes us from everur Borrego Springs tradition, at sunrise we gather
one else: love made visible through service. As thgth all other Christians on the hill behind the Methodist
meal was concluding Jesus added a new symllurch and when the sun peeks OVEL i ed on 0g 2

Three sacred day begin with Maundy Thursday
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